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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/02/2009 has been entered. 

Notice of Amendment 

2. In response to the amendment(s) filed on 03/02/2009and 03/30/2009, amended 
claim(s) 1-3 is/are acknowledged. The current rejections of the claim(s) 1-3, 5, and 6 
is/are withdrawn. The following new and reiterated grounds of rejection are set forth: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimomura (US 6,539,310) in view of Kawanishi (JP 11-123182) and in further 
view of Fukuda etal. (US 6,393,317 B1, hereinafter Fukuda). 
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5. Shimomura discloses a display equipment for displaying the characteristics of a 
body including the quantities of the bone, the water and/or the muscles of the body, the 
display equipment comprising: 

• a plurality of pairs electrodes (21 a, b and 22a, b) for contacting the surface of the 
body; 

• means for measuring (23, 24) impedance of the body by feeding a measuring 
current through said plurality of electrodes into the body; 

• a memory (44) for storing personal information into the display equipment (column 4 
lines 27-29) (as seen in Figure 3); 

• means for calculating (45) the lean mass index that may be treated as an index of 
the muscular tissue (column 8 lines 54-63) (column 5, lines 58-63) of the body on 
the basis of the measured impedance and said personal information (column 7 line 
58 - column 8 line 3 and column 8 lines 54-63); 

• means for judging the somatotypes of the body, which are classified on the basis of 
correlations between the value as calculated and body weight (see at least figures 5- 
7); and 

• a display (42) for indicating the somatatype as judged by said judging means (see at 
least figure 10). 

6. In regards to claim 2, Shimomura discloses the display equipment, wherein the 
personal information includes gender and age (column 4, lines 56-61). 

7. In regards to claim 3, Shimomura discloses the display equipment, wherein said 
memory records the at least one of approximate values of the bone weight, the water 
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weight and the muscular weight of the body, as data calculated on the basis of the 
impedance as measured (column 4 lines 27-29) (as seen in Figure 3), and wherein said 
display indicates the data as calculated (as seen in Figures 3 and 10-12) (column 7, 
lines 4-17 and column 8, lines 4-12). 

8. In regards to claims 5 and 6, Shimomura discloses the display equipment, 
wherein the equipment feeds a pulsed current (column 5, lines 10-15) through said 
electrodes into the body, so as to treat the body. 

9. For claims 1-3, 5, and 6, Shimomura discloses the claimed invention, as set forth 
and cited above, except for expressly disclosing (a) a belt includes the plurality of pairs 
of electrodes and (b) the means for calculating at least one value of bone weight, water 
weight, and muscular weight of the body on the basis of the measured impedance and 
said personal information. 

1 0. Fukuda teaches (a) a belt (9) including a plurality of pairs of electrodes (1 -6) for 
the purpose of contacting electrodes with an abdominal part of a patient in order to 
measure body composition using impedance (see English abstract). 

11. All the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in 
their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable results to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. All of the component parts are 
known in Shimomura and Kawanishi. The only difference is the combination of the 
component parts into a single device. Thus, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the components as taught 
by Shimomura with the components as taught by Kawanishi to achieve the predictable 
results of providing an alternative means for contacting electrodes with the body to 
make impedance measurements and determine body composition. 

12. Thus for claims 1 -3, 5, and 6, Shimomura in view of Kawanishi discloses the 
claimed invention, as set forth and cited above, except for expressly disclosing (b) the 
means for calculating at least one value of bone weight, water weight, and muscular 
weight of the body on the basis of the measured impedance and said personal 
information. 

1 3. Fukuda teaches (b) the means for calculating (50) at least one value of water 
weight of the body on the basis of the measured impedance and said personal 
information (column 7 lines 9-35). 

14. The claimed invention would have been obvious because the substitution of one 
known element for another would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention. Because both Shimomura in view of 
Kawanishi and Fukuda teach means for calculating bodily parameter values on the 
basis of a measured impedance and personal information, it would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to substitute one means for 
calculating for the other to achieve the predictable results of measuring, calculating and 
displaying body compositions using an alternate bodily composition parameter. 
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Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5, and 6 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFFREY G. HOEKSTRA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7232. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8am 
to 5pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

17. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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